
April 2, 1980 

Dear Mr. Horvath: 

Thank you very much for agreeing to help me locate my Orndorff 
land in Carroll County. I really can't tell you how grateful I 
am as I have neither the expertise nor the accessibility to 
materials that you possess. 

I have enclosed a number of deeds which I have here at home 
al ready. These are the principle ones which .deal with this 
property up to 1850. Basically the sequence goes something 
like this. 

1. Peter Orndorff, Sr. bought land in 1776 on "Bros. Agmt. 11 

In 1785 it was resurveyed. Peter died in 1786. 

2. The land was divided between his two sons Abraham and 
Peter, Jr., but they also sold 50 acres to Matthew Galt. 

3. Peter, Jr. bought an adjoining tract on "Ross's Range" 
or11 Runnymede 11 about 1805. He also sold at one time part 
of his land and bought it back a year later. 

4. Abraham added about an acre to his holdings in the early 
years, then sold out his land in 1826 to Sterling Galt. 
This was the last mention I have of Abraham. 

5. Peter, Jr. died in 1828 but the land wasn't sold until 
after his widow's death in 1845. 

There are a couple of other deeds which I have yet to obtain 
but I don't think they will change things much. You should 
have enough to begin with. 

I phoned Barbara Martin at Historical Society of Carroll County 
and she confirmed that they do have the patent certificates which 
have the drawings of "Brothers Agreement" and "Ross's Range" that 
show the numbered lines around the perimeter of these tracts. We 
are lucky that we don't have to send to Hall of Records for those. 

One of the deeds· is rather difficult to read. I hope you can make 
it out. 



I noticed particularly that one of the lines of Ross's Range which (in Resurvey) 
was South of Pipe Creek was the same numbered line mentioned in 
the description of the Orndorff land in that Resurvey. This bordered 
Eicher 1 s land, although the Orndorff description did not specifically 
mention the Eicher name. 

If I interpret the description correctly, it may mean that the Orndorff 
land lay between Red Run and Pipe Creek, and with the addition of the 
Snider land purchased in 1805, probably ran south of Pipe Creek. I have 
not seen a description of that land but have ordered the deed. 

I have made a list of all the Orndorff deeds relevant to this purpose. 
I will send the ones not enclosed as soon as I get them from Frederick 
County. In the meantime, you should have enough to get started. 

If you finish this project before May 5 you can mai·l the results to 
me. Otherwise I can always stop by an pick it up from you when I get 
to Carroll County. 

I will leave here on May 14 for my trip to the east coast, so don't put 
anything in the mail unless you know it will get here by then! 

If you need anything more please let me know, or go ahead and get it yourself 
and I will repay you. 

Thank again, 

Mrs. Camilla A. Berger 
19702 Crestknoll Dr. 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 



April 11, 1980 

Dear Mr. Horvath: 

I hope you received my packet of information in good shape. I have 
not yet received the additional deed s that I sent for yet. 

I have done a little more digging and think I have come up with 
some new information. 

I indicated that in about 1845 the Orndorff land was sold to a 
Jacob Harnish. Then in about 1852 it was so ld to Paul RAES. I 
believe the name RAES might be incorrect. 

On the 1850 census there is listed a Paul CUSE, but it might also 
be CASE. He lived in the neighborhood then (Taneytown district). 

On the 1860 census there is listed a Paul KAES. No doubt this i s 
the ma n to which the Orndorff land was sold . Either the deed index 
was incorrect (I checked it on a previous trip to Carroll Co.) or 
I misread both the index and the deed. 

So now it might be possible to find a deed for a Paul Kaes- Kase-Case 
sel ling t he Orndorff land before 1877. Quite likely he died. In 
1870 his son Samuel P. Case was living i~ the area but doesn't seem 
to be in the same place (was Uniontown P.O.). Samuel' s widow Susan 
Case appears on the 1877 atlas almost directly above Taneytown. 

I have sent to the courthou se (Westminster) for a deed showing Pal 
Kaes as grantor 1852 or after but don't know if I'll hear in time now. 

Thi s information might be helpful. Also I have enclosed some data 
taken from the 1860 census where I found Paul Kaes listed. 

Let me know if there is anything more you need. 

Sincerely, 

c . a. /J.A '(J "'-
Mrs. Camilla A. Be~ger 

19702 Crestknoll Dr. 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 



GEORGE HORVATH, JR. 
TI A OLDE MAP SHOP 
5818 MINERAL Hf LL ROAD 
ELDERSBURG, MD. 21784. 

Dear Mrs. Berger, 

April 15,1980 

Enclosed is a map showing the land of Peter Orndorff Sr. 

in 1776. 
The Paul Kase house is shown on my 1862 map and is 

possibly the original house on the 320 acres. The 1862 map, 

of which I have a poor copy, is now being restored by the 

Carroll County Historical Society. 

You could write to Elizabeth L. Senft at Senft Road, 

Taneytown, Md. 21787, as she is now the owner of the land 

on which stood the Paul Kase house. 

Also enclosed is an 1808 map of Frederick County and 

a 1813 map of Maryland, which I hope will be helpful in your 

research. I have even added a 1980 map of Maryland to help 

with your trip. 
All the above information will probably keep you busy 

until time to leave for your trip. 
Sincerely, 

o<IAA-~ 
The Olde 'ap Shop 



April 15, 1980 

Dear Mr. Horvath: 

I have received some of the deeds now and I am sending them on 
to you. 

Apparently when the Orndorff land was sold by Jacob Harnish, the 
name was copied wrong on the deed books :&1 indexes. The name 
is Paul KAES, not Paul Raes. This stumped me when I tried to 
find out what happened tci the land. 

However, there is a deed Paul RAES to Jacob SPANGLER made 1869 
and this name does show up on the landowner atlas of 1877 in 
just the spot where I figured the Orndorff lands should be. It 
was sold in 1885 to Samuel Spangler, probably the S. Spangler 
who was listed adjacent to Jacob Spangler in 1877. 

Since there was so much buying and selling of the Orndorff land 
over the years, I won't expect you to track down every acre, 
just do the best you can.on whatever part of it is easiest for 
you. 

There are also some other errors. One parcel of land purchased 
by Peter Orndorff from Peter Snider in the early 1800 1 s is called 
Lower's Purchase, but is miscopied Sower's Purchase. Actually the 
name of the man was Lohr (Joseph Lohr). This was evidently part 
of the Joseph Eicher land originally, as I understand the deeds, 
although it is not entirely clear. 

Another error: Martha Galt is mentioned in the deeds. The name 
9houlci be.Matthew Galt, not Martha. 

At the end of the Kaes-Spangler deed I· noticed the beginning of 
another deed: Jacob Spangler to Samuel Spangler. Although the 
entire deed is not there, it appears that Jacob sold the land to 
Samuel Spangler. There are still Spanglers living in the Taney­
town area, according to last year's phone book. 

I also enclose the deed for Resurvey known as Runnymede and some 
of the other Orndorff deeds and mortgages. Would like to have 
all the deeds back when you are through with them. 

Unrelated to the Orndorff land we are talking about is another 



interesting deed of 1814 conveyed by a certain John Garber to Lewiss 
Kesselring, Jacob Hahn, Peter Orendorf, George Mouse (Maus?), & 
Christian Ocker (Eicher) for one shilling ~acre or so of land on 
Runnymede Enlarged (part of boundary was 8th line of Runnymede Enl.) 
to be used for a "school of literature". 

The Garbers were a prominent Dunker or Church of Brethern family of 
that time. John Garber was one of the leaders of this group, and 
Peter Orendorff, Jr.'s eldest son married his grandaughter Rebecca 
Garber. The Eicher family (Ocker) was also a family very prominent 
in the Brethern church in Lancaster County, Pa. The Eicher family 
historian feels that this particular Eicher branch in Carroll Co. 
was an offshoot of the Lancaster group, but no proof exists. Since 
some of the early German church records of Taneytown vicinity are 
missing, it has been difficult for me to tell which church the 
immigrant Peter Orndorff and family belonged to. His brother Conrad 
was buried in Gennan Reformed cemetery Taneytown and Peter supposedly 
on his home farm. Peter, Sr. is never listed in any church records 
and his son Abraham had children baptized at Silver Run but never 
appears as a member of the church. Likewise, Peter, Jr. 1s wife Rosanna 
was Lutheran and had several of their children baptized in this church 
but although she is a communicant, Peter never was. Pill Orndorffs I 
have found in ~ermany were Reformed originally, but it is possible that 
Peter married into another religious group. Conrad is found as sponsor 
in Reformed church records, but has no children baptized there himself, 
unless I haven't found the right church record. This may be the first 
indication they were Dunkers, if indeed this scbool was established by 
a church. You can learn a lot of interesting things from deeds! 

You may find some of these deeds superfluous .... but I'd rather send too 
much than too little. 

Again I thank you for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Camilla A. Berger 
19702 Crestknoll Dr. 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 



LANDS IN FREDERICK/CARROLL COUNTY OWNED BY PETER ORNDORFF, SR. AND SONS PETER, JR. AND ABRAHAM 

DEED 

't W-416 

'WR- 5-467 

"WR- 8-366 

~WR-15-497 
' \~R-15-611 

~ WR-18-341 

WR-22-402 

WR-233 

WR-27-395 

JS- 5-648 

JS- 7-152 

~s~2~-:;2; 

'a JS-25-329 

\I JS-25-330 

"" 4 399 

MADE RECORDED 

1 My 1776 21 No 1776 

23 Ap 1789 26 Ap 1785 

6 Ja 1789 9 Mr 1789 

17~Je 1797 5 Jl 1797 
17 Je 1797.. 13 Sp 1797 

29 My:1799 31 My 1799 

27 Mr 1802 

12 Ap 1803 

1817 

1818 

~:: .i~ .. 
. \: ... : 

- . ... ...: 

25 My 1826 24 Je 1826 

25 My 1826 24 Je 1826 

20 My 1845 

1852 

PERSONS DESCRIPTION 

Henry Smith to Peter Orndorff, Sr. Peter, Sr. buys 320 acres on '·'Bros! Agreement" 

Peter Orndorff and others This was the "Resurvey on Brothers' Agreement" 

Peter, Jr. & Abraham Orndorff to 50 acres of land on "Resurvey on Bros. Agmt. 11 

Mathew Galt 

Abraham Orndorff to Peter, 0., Jr. These two deeds were the partition of land 
Peter Orndorff to Abraham Orndorff between the two sons of Peter Orndorff, Sr. 

Bernhard O'Neill to Abram. Orndorff Abraham buys 112 acres "Res. Bros. Agmt. 11 adjoinin 
Jacob Hahn's land 

Abraham Orndorff to John Storm 

Abraham Orndorff to George Smith 

Peter Orndorff, ... Jr. from Peter 
Snider 

Peter Orndorff from Garber 

Peter Orndorff, ·Jr. to Theodorus 
Eck 

Theodorus Eck to Peter Orndorff 

Abraham Orndorff to Abram. Hesson 

Abr. Hesson to Abraham Orndorff 

Abraham Orndorff to Sterling Galt 

Joseph Orndorff & John Baumgardner 
Executors Est. Peter Orndorff, Jr. 
to Jacob Harnish 

Jacob Harnish to Paul Raes 

deed 

mortgage 

land on 11 Ross's Range" adjoining Peter, Jr.'s 
land on "Res. Bros. Agmt." 

sells 1 and 
mentions easement for mill road 

Eck sells back the land he bought from Peter, Jr. 

Release 

"Resurvey on Bros. Agreement" 129 3/4 acres 

after death of Peter's widow Rosina Orndorff, 
land "Resurvey on Bros. Agmt. 11 and 11 Ross's 11 

Range was sold. 

sells above land 
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HENRY SMITH TO PETER ORNDORFF 

Brothers' Agreement: 

Beginning at a black oakd being the beginning of David Maxwell's land 

and running thence north 52 degrees 
East 13.perches 
nor.th 88 degrees 
East 134 perches 
South 25 degrees 
East 96 perches 
Notth 64 degrees 
East 87 perches 
South 5 degrees 
West 112 perches 
South 83 degrees 
West 98 pecches 
South 39 degrees 
West 112 perches 
NOrth 78 degrees 
West 6808 perches 
North 48 degreees 
West 100 perches 
North 70 degrees 
West 45 perches 
North 57 degrees 
West 14 perches 
North 38 degrees 
East 101 perches 

then by a direct line to the beginning containing 330 acres of land 
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